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IN TIME



WELCOME TO OUR 45th SEASON

We hope you’ll join us in our enthusiasm for 
the upcoming season of OSSCS performances, 
marking the 45th anniversary of this unique 
and beloved organization. After a fantastic 
first season with Clinton Smith at the helm, 
it seems we may have found our stride again! 
We are exploring new music while also tackling 
epic masterpieces like Israel in Egypt. We’ve 
expanded our concert schedule by adding a fun 
Holiday Pops concert and a chamber ensemble 
performance. We will be offering “fireside” chats 
before each concert as a way to get to know 
the music and our performers better. We are 
establishing new partnerships in the community 
and even taking one piece on the road to a new 
audience.

I’m so proud of where this organization of your 
friends, neighbors and community members 
has been and even more proud of where we 
are headed. It is a pure delight to learn from 
and make music with Clinton; it’s an honor 
to sit among people who do amazing things 
during the day (teachers, physicians, scientists, 
moms…) and manage to find the energy to 
rehearse Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony for two 
hours on a weeknight; and it’s a pleasure to 
continue to provide the community with the 
quality of performance that reflects the passion, 
talent and dedication of this remarkable group 
of individuals. Thank you for your continued 
support—we hope you enjoy the season as 
much as we will!

Hilary Anderson
Board President

Seen any great movies lately? What was 
your favorite? Today, we see a trend in 
entertainment: In the movie theaters, there’s 
Iron Lady and Lincoln. On TV, it’s Mad Men and 
Downton Abbey. In the opera house, Silent 
Night and Heart of a Soldier. These dramas 
capture a moment in time and deliver it to 
us so that we may relive it. Our 2014–2015 
season brings that trend to the concert stage. 
Together, we will explore important moments 
in composers’ lives, events in history, the year 
1954 and shifts in human destiny.

This season is our 45th, and to celebrate we 
have expanded our concert series to nine 
programs, including the addition of a Holiday 
Pops performance and an afternoon of chamber 
music. We’ve created two new initiatives: a 
concerto competition for King County students 
and a nationwide competition for composers, 
which will result in a world premiere in May.

Join us as you, our loyal listeners and 
supporters, make history together with our 
incredible musicians and fabulous roster of 
soloists in this anniversary season.

Clinton Smith
Music Director



Saturday, October 4 at 7:30 pm
First Free Methodist Church

3200 Third Avenue West, Seattle

Clinton Smith, conductor 
Victor Noriega, piano

ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK (1841–1904) 
Carnival Overture, Op. 92

OTTORINO RESPIGHI (1879–1936) 
Fountains of Rome

VICTOR NORIEGA (*1978) 
Generations, Directions 

NORTHWEST PREMIERE

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH (1685–1750) 
Choruses from Tönet, ihr Pauken, BWV 214

RICHARD WAGNER (1813–1883) 
Siegfried Idyll

JOHANN STRAUSS JR. (1825–1899) 
On the Beautiful Blue Danube, Op. 314

MOMENTS
INSPIRATION

OF

When have you seen something 
or someone that took your breath 
away? How has a moment of in-
spiration affected you or changed 
you? For Respighi, it was a spe-
cific time of day when he stood in 
front of the magnificent fountains 
of Rome; for Wagner, the occasion 
of his beloved wife’s birthday and 
the arrival of their son, Siegfried. 
For Victor Noriega, a Seattle-
based composer, inspiration came 
from the story of six generations 
of his family’s immigration from 
the Philippines.

OSSCS will partner with Pinoy 
Words Expressed Kultura Arts, 
a Filipino arts and literary or-
ganization, to celebrate Filipino 
American National History Month 
and learn about Filipino history 
and culture with vivid lobby dis-
plays. Bach wrote for the birthday 
of the Queen of Poland, Strauss to 
immortalize the beauty and im-
portance of the river that kissed 
the banks of his hometown. 
Inspiration comes in many forms—
what inspires you?



Sunday, November 9 at 3:00 pm
First Free Methodist Church

3200 Third Avenue West, Seattle

Clinton Smith, conductor 
Kimberly Giordano, soprano 

Sarah Larsen, mezzo-soprano 
Eric Neuville, tenor 

Charles Robert Stephens, baritone

JOSEPH SCHWANTNER (*1943) 
New Morning for the World

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN (1770–1827 
Symphony No. 9 in D Minor, Op. 125

DAYBREAK
FREEDOMOF

With the help of a narrator, Joseph 
Schwantner draws from Martin 
Luther King’s most influential 
speeches about racial inequality 
and the fight for justice and free-
dom for all. New Morning for the 
World is a powerful reminder that 
the battles King fought are far 
from over, and its massive orches-
tral journey illustrates that human 
progress involves many painful 
confrontations and resolutions, 
rather than a single, momentous 
victory.

With the German Embassy and the 
German Consulate, we celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of another 
daybreak of freedom, the destruc-
tion of the Berlin Wall. Beethoven’s 
iconic Ninth Symphony stands as 
a testament to equality, broth-
erhood and universal joy for all, 
continuing to inspire and remind 
us 190 years later that freedom is 
beautiful—something we can nev-
er take for granted.



POPS 
Your entire family can celebrate 
the season with our afternoon of 
holiday pops. Take a ride on the 
Polar Express! Experience the 
story of Brother Heinrich and a 
musical donkey that creates a new 
Christmas carol before your very 
eyes and ears! Robert Shaw’s rich 
choral arrangements will satisfy 
your craving for beautifully sung 
Yuletide favorites. And to top 
it off, join the fabulous Seattle 
Chamber Singers in a sing-a-long 
that will get you in the Christmas 
spirit!

 

HOLIDAY 
Saturday, December 6 at 2:00 pm

First Free Methodist Church
3200 Third Avenue West, Seattle

Clinton Smith, conductor

LEORY ANDERSON (1908–1975) 
A Christmas Festival

JOHN RUTTER (*1945) 
Brother Heinrich’s Christmas

LEORY ANDERSON 
Sleigh Ride

ALAN SILVESTRI (*1950) 
ARR. JERRY BRUBAKER 

Suite from The Polar Express

ARR. ROBERT SHAW AND 
ROBERT RUSSELL BENNETT 

The Many Moods of Christmas, Suite IV

PLUS A HOLIDAY SING-A-LONG!



A pivotal point in history, the life 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah 
or “anointed one,” is the subject 
of Handel’s 1742 oratorio. A long-
standing OSSCS performing tradi-
tion, the oratorio raised enough 
money at its Dublin premiere to 
procure the release of 142 indebted 
prisoners, who were thus given the 
opportunity to experience new life, 
a gift that countless Christians have 
experienced through their faith in 
Jesus over the past two millennia.

Join us and see why no other work 
has become more closely associat-
ed with OSSCS than Georg Frideric 
Handel’s most celebrated oratorio, 
Messiah. For four decades, audienc-
es have delighted in our complete 
and uncut performances.

Sunday, December 21 at 3:00 pm
First Free Methodist Church

3200 Third Avenue West, Seattle

Clinton Smith, conductor 
Angela Mortellaro, soprano 

Melissa Plagemann, mezzo-soprano 
Brad Benoit, tenor 

Jeffrey Beruan, baritone

GEORG FRIDERIC HANDEL (1650–1759)
Messiah, HWV 56

HANDEL’S
MESSIAH



Sunday, January 11 at 3:00 pm
First Free Methodist Church

3200 Third Avenue West, Seattle

Clinton Smith, conductor

REPERTOIRE TBD

While most OSSCS concerts display 
the power and splendor of the full 
orchestra and chorus, our chamber 
music concert is a showcase for the 
talents of individual OSSCS instru-
mentalists and singers. Chamber 
music is usually performed with-
out a conductor, allowing audience 
members to experience the won-
derful intimacy of small groups of 
friends making music together sim-
ply by listening and responding to 
each other’s expressive gestures. 
This musician-driven afternoon al-
lows our performers to select and 
rehearse their own favorite works, 
ensuring that the concert will fea-
ture a broad variety of composers 
and styles; a detailed list of rep-
ertoire for this concert will be an-
nounced closer to the performance 
date on www.osscs.org/concerts.

CHAMBER
MUSIC



POINTS 
Life can change in an instant: an 
experience, a vision, a job, a chance 
meeting or a great first date. 
Dvořák’s Slavonic Dances launched 
his career. After observing the 
devastation of firebombing in 
Dresden, Shostakovich worked for 
three straight days and emerged—
covered in sweat—with his eighth 
string quartet, later adapted for 
string orchestra.

Arvo Pärt, another victim of Stalin’s 
totalitarianism, hit rock bottom 
and lost his will to compose after 
his music was banned—Fratres 
represents his musical and 
emotional reinvention.

Mozart’s Symphony No. 29, written 
at age 18, marked a turning point 
in his compositional voice

What moments have changed the 
direction of your life?

 

TURNING 
Sunday, February 8 at 3:00 pm

First Free Methodist Church
3200 Third Avenue West, Seattle

Clinton Smith, conductor

ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK (1841–1904) 
Slavonic Dance in C Major, Op. 46, No. 1

ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK 
Slavonic Dance in E Minor, Op. 72, No. 2

ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK 
Slavonic Dance in G Minor, Op. 46, No. 8

DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH (1906–1975) 
ARR. RUDOLF BARSHAI 

Chamber Symphony in C Minor, Op. 110a

ARVO PÄRT (*1935) 
Fratres

WOLFGANG AMADÈ MOZART (1756–1791) 
Symphony No. 29 in A major, K. 201

PLUS A PERFORMANCE BY 
THE WINNER OF THE 2014–2015 

OSSCS CONCERTO COMPETITION



If the entire history of the world were 
compressed into a 24-hour period, 
humans would have existed for only 
one second. Meditate on the concept 
of eternity through Duruflé’s heart-
stoppingly beautiful Requiem from 
1947, dedicated to the memory 
of the composer’s father. Turn 
from the frenzy of everyday life to 
contemplate the end of existence—
and what follows it—through this 
rich and powerful work. Then reflect 
on the incomprehensible enormity 
of the universe—and our tiny place 
in it—as you experience Holst’s 
ever-popular Planets.

Sunday, March 8 at 3:00 pm
First Free Methodist Church

3200 Third Avenue West, Seattle

Clinton Smith, conductor 
Sarah Larsen, mezzo-soprano 

Ryan Bede, baritone

MAURICE DURUFLÉ (1902–1986) 
Requiem, Op. 9

GUSTAV HOLST (1874–1934) 
The Planets, Op. 32

ETERNITY



The events described in Handel’s 
1738 oratorio Israel in Egypt form 
the turning point of Israel’s national 
history. Written for double chorus, it 
tells the great story of the miraculous 
occurrences, recalled every year 
at Passover, that finally secured 
the release of the long-enslaved 
people of Israel from their servitude 
in Egypt. This grand and deeply 
moving work not only celebrates 
Jewish freedom from bondage, but 
encourages us to turn from our own 
suffering and to begin a remarkable 
pilgrimage toward renewed life in 
“the Promised Land.”

Saturday, April 18 at 7:30 pm
First Free Methodist Church

3200 Third Avenue West, Seattle

Clinton Smith, conductor 
Catherine Haight, soprano 

Sarah Mattox, mezzo-soprano 
Zack Finkelstein, tenor 

Charles Robert Stephens, baritone 
Ryan Bede, bass

GEORG FRIDERIC HANDEL (1650–1759) 
Israel in Egypt, HWV 54

DELIVERANCE 1954



Sunday, May 17 at 3:00 pm
First Free Methodist Church

3200 Third Avenue West, Seattle

Clinton Smith, conductor

AARON COPLAND (1900–1990) 
The Tender Land Suite

ERIC WHITACRE (*1970) 
Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine

ERNŐ DOHNÁNYI (1877–1960) 
American Rhapsody, Op. 47

LEONARD BERNSTEIN (1918–1990) 
On the Waterfront Symphonic Suite

PLUS BROADWAY AND RADIO HITS OF 1954, 
AND THE WORLD PREMIERE OF A NEW 

WORK FROM THE WINNER OF THE 2014–2015 
OSSCS COMPOSER COMPETITION

1954
AMERICAIN

Our season concludes with a 
snapshot of musical events from 
the cinema, theater, radio, opera 
and concert stage from a specific 
moment in time: 1954 in America. 
We celebrate the maiden voyage 
of the first commercially successful 
jetliner (the Boeing 707) through 
Eric Whitacre’s beautiful and 
haunting a cappella choral work, 
enjoy chart-topping favorites from 
popular artists and Broadway, and 
hear the score from 1954’s Oscar 
winner for Best Picture, On the 
Waterfront.



PRE-CONCERT TALKS

Join us one hour prior to each performance for a pre-
concert talk. Enjoy this free, fun and informative half-hour 
session which includes an overview of the pieces and 
music, historical and cultural context for the works, and 
highlights to listen for during the performance.

Seating is limited and available on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

 
REFRESHMENTS AT INTERMISSION

Refreshments provided during intermission at each 
concert by First Free Methodist Church.  Donations left 
at the refreshments tables help support FFMC and its 
programs.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

For 45 years, Orchestra Seattle and the Seattle Chamber 
Singers have been presenting performances of great 
choral masterworks, little-known gems of the orchestral 
repertoire, world premieres by contemporary composers 
and much more, all at affordable ticket prices (including 
free youth tickets). 

Our 501(c)3 nonprofit gets only a fraction of its operating 
revenue from ticket proceeds. In order to continue our 
mission of bringing great music to Seattle-area audiences, 
we depend on financial support from individuals, 
foundations and corporations. 

Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution 
online at www.osscs.org/support or send your 
contribution with the ticket order form at the end of this 
brochure.



COVER ART AND WATERMARKS BY TRACY VERKERKE
w w w . t r a c y v e r k e r k e . c o m

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN CORNICELLO
w w w . c o r n i c e l l o . c o m



SEASON TICKET PRICING TIERS 
CHECK YOUR SERIES PREFERENCE

# OF 
SEATS

$ PER SEAT 
FULL / SUN / SAT+

TOTALS

General Full___ | Sun___ | Sat+___ x $160 / $110 / $80 = $

Senior Full___ | Sun___ | Sat+___ x $130 / $90 / $65 = $

Student Full___ | Sun___ | Sat+___ x $70 / $50 / $35 = $

Youth Full___ | Sun___ | Sat+___ FREE FREE

Please accept my tax-deductible contribution to OSSCS $

TOTAL $

Subcribers can choose to subscribe to the full season, Sunday concerts only, 
or all Saturday concerts plus one Sunday for Handel’s Messiah (Sat+). To order 
your 2014–2015 season tickets, call Brown Paper Tickets at 1-800-838-3006, visit 
www.osscs.org and follow the season subscription link, or complete this form, clip and 
mail to OSSCS, 4759 15th Ave NE, Box 2, Seattle, WA 98105.

Each paid season subscription includes one guest pass to introduce someone new to 
OSSCS at any season concert. To reserve your guest pass, contact us at 206-682-5208 
or e-mail jeremy@osscs.org at least 48 hours before your concert of choice.

2014–2015 SEASON TICKET ORDER FORM

SINGLE TICKET ORDERING
All single ticket sales ($25 general, $20 Senior, $10 Student, Youth 7–17 Free) are 
handled through Brown Paper Tickets. Visit www.osscs.org/concerts and follow the 
link to order your tickets online, or call 1-800-838-3006.

3-digit code
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